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So much as relates to prohibiting officer~ of the State Gov
ernment from acting as Agents for claims against the State, 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Potter moved a reconsideration of the vote, refusing to 
pass a bill for the relief of the Texas vV es tern R .. 1ilroacl Com
pany. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the motion was laid on the 
table. 

'l'he report from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
offering a substitute for a bill to incorporate the Eastern 
Texas Railroad Company, was rend and substitute adopted. 

Mr. rraylor, of Fannin, moved to amend the bill by making 
Section 13 read : 

"Fifty thousand in Gold Coin, less the cost of transporta
tion and risk from New Orleans to the city of Austin, in the 
Treasury of the State of rrexas." 

Pending which, on motion of l\f r. Lo rt, the Senate 
adjourned, until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

TuESDAY_, January 5th, 1857. 
The Senate met pursuant to adjournmen t--prayer by the 

Chaplain-roll called-quorum present-Journal of yesterday 
was read an<l adopted. 

Mr. Russell, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed. 

A bill to ascertain what Land Certificates have been ille
gally issued by County Courts of Peter's Colony, and to pro
yidc for the issuance of patents upon such as are legal. 

A bill for the relief of A. T. Pickett, of Dallas county. 
A bill for the relief of Moody & Dohme. 
A bill for the relief of W. J. Whiting. 
A bill for the relief of Robert Baldwin, and 
A bill supplemental to an act to give each corperate county 

its own County Surveyor, Maps and Records. 
l\fr. Taylor of Houston, chairman of the committee on 

Enrolled Bills, reported the following bills, colTectly enrolled, 
and properly signed and this day presented to the Governor. 

"A bill to authorize the Commissiom~r of the General 
Land Office to cancel Patent No. 815, Vol. 8, issued to the 
heirs of Gregorio Sais, and to issue a patent to the heirs of 
Vicente Sais. 
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A bill to rcguln.tc tlrn FtY of Grand and Petit Jurors iu the 
county of Smith. 

A bill to incorpornfo the town of Boham, antl 
A bill to repmd_ .a portion o~' net of February 10, 1852, 

entitled n.n act re1atmg to land:-;; m Pet.or's Colony. 
:Mr. G-ninn made tlw following t·eport: 
rrhe C:JlUmittce on Chims and Accounts lwse COllf)idcl'ed the 

11 ct~t~(Jt1 of D. \Vabl~) a11\l rec(~mm(~rnl its reje?ticm. rrhe 
petitioner wants pa.y for Bla,cksn11:J1 \'York done 111 the year 
is:39, on the Pu:Jlic Ha~lding.~. 'l1he committee think the 
proof. i:1su±icient,, as h\ kd no Cl'rtificate from . the, proper 
._inthnt1mi, t'..wl 1t wou1Ll h:wc been c~tsy for hun to haYe 
olJV~incd uu\..' at tho tinL:, all partic.) Lc.\in,~ prc~1ent at the city 
of }.._u::;tin. rfll8 CUUliUittC'e therefore think it entirely safo 
n11,l correet to l'!~ject tlw claim 
"'" l\fr. ~Lt.d.iu Iw.idc the foUu ... •.-ing reports: 

Tho c1n11mittc0 on Pri~"ctfo L::iilll Chirns, ha,vc considered 
the. pctitioa of l\fary Cqllins, ·wiJow of J oha Collins, dec'd, 
::wd iind th.n,t Cetitic:~tc No. 166 was regularly issued ns ~tG.tecl 
in s:ti•l poti.tion ; th.:it all tlw proof nc·ccssnry was estahli:~hed 

b..:L·rn a cumpetent e<rnrt, Etnd tlrnt petitioner has rcccin:d no 
b.:adi_t thd·efruill. I am. therefore instructed to report and 
rc:.:ommend the pa:~sngc of 

A bill for the relief of l\L1ry A. Collins, read first time. 
rrhe comrnittoe on Private Land Claims recommend the 

rns:~ago of a House bill fl)r the reliuf John .J. E. Gregory. 
Th1J c:)mmitteo on Printto Land Cbinis recommend the 

pn .• ;:nge of n, l>ill for tho relief J oso l\Iaria Gonzales. 
JL. Britton, chnirm,w of tho com1nittee on tho Malit.in, to 

whici1 1vas referred a hill authorizing the Go\rernur to draw 
and di::}tril.rnte tlrn anrn; and accourtenncntB from the United 
Sta,tcs Government to ·which the State of r:l\~xas is entitled, 
r0ported the same back and rcrnmended its pas:--age. 

::.\:IL McCulloch, chairman of the committee on Counties 
nml C;JUn ~y B:mmb,rieH to which was rcforrcd a House 1ill to 
crci!·.e tho conn ty of rrlm:ickmorton, reported the same back to 
the Scnn,te and recommewled its p~i,~:isago. 

=vrr. Pirkey maclo the following reports : 
rl1h•j commi.ttec on Pulic Lttmls lrnve cimsiclercd a Lill for 

t1rn relief cf Elbridge G. R 1.:ct1.)1'. It appcMs from the tcsti
Hl1mv thn.t :mi1l Hector received two wounds at the battle of 
S,m ·,T ~win to ; one in the arm, the other in the side ; his con
stitutfon is feeble and he has :3nifercd much inconvenience from 
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said wounds, and is disabled in pursuing his on1iw1ry :-ffou1-
tion; it also appears that he has always been a rcndy and 
courageous soldier. Your committee therefore tl1ink tlw 
relief ought to be granted, urnl instruct mo to flTort the 
accompanying substitute, and recommend its achi1;tiun aml the 
passage of the l)ill. 

The committee on Public La,mls hitve considcrl'd a 11ill for 
the relief of \Vrn. Dewoody; it appears from the testimony that 
said Dewoody obtained a Conditional Ccrtifica tc fnm1 the 
Board of Land Commissioners of Bastrop county in July, 
1839 ; and in February, 1856, he aprlicd 1.o r~aid Cu-...rnty C()urt 
for an l.J nconditional Certificate, and made: the proof rl'1p1ircd 
by the act of February 4th, 18547 upon which said Cuurt 
issued to him Unconditional Certificate No. 7. ':l1his the 
Commissioner of Claims rejected, because it had l;ecn is:-succl 
after the expiration of tlrn law which nutl10rizcd the Court 
to issue. ':l1he committee think the relief onght to lw granted, 
and instruct me to recommend the passage of the l.lill. 

1\f r. Potter made the following reports : 
'l1hc committee on the J ucliciary lrnYc considered a 1i1l to 

incorporate the Lynch burg Steam Saw Mill and Ship Yard 
Company and direct me to return the same to tlie :Senate, 
and recr.1nmcncl its pr .. ssage with the following annucm.l
ments: 

Amend lst.-In Section 1, line G, after the 'vord company, 
insert "for the purpose of csta1fo:;hing and carryin,.,. en a 
Steam Saw l\fill and Ship Y anl." 

0 

Amend 2d.-In Section 1, line 7, strike out '~it" and im:,crt 
"that name." 

Amend 3d.-At the end of Section 5 add as follov;s : 
"And the corporation ncreby created may continue :for 

twenty years from and after the passage of this and no 1on
(l"er." 
0 

The .J udicia.ry committee have considered a House bill to 
incorporate the rrellico l\1anufacturing Company, and direct 
me to recommend the passage of the bill with the following 
amendments: 

A mcndrnen ts. 
In Sect.ion 3, line 1, strike out" having been elected." 
In same Section line 2, after "directors," strike out all to 

the word " shall" in third line. 
In Section 3, line 4, after "elected," strike all t.o and 

including the word ''issued" in the 6th line. 
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In same Section line 7, after th?. 1Yonl "personal" insert. 
.: now owned or hereafter to be acqmrwd hy them its." 

In Sect.ion 6, line 8, after "sell" insert "such share or 
h i· ··~)cl· " ~ arcs 01 s1.t . '"· 

'"' In ~nnrn lino afte; "hand," iusert "after first giving ten 
dars pnblic notice of the time n.nd pin.cc of such sttlo and upon 
such sale." 

In Section 7, line 6, strike out "ninet.y-nine" and insert 
t " ,, t1n~11 J7

• 

In Section, 8, line 1, strike out "honds" and msert 
''drafts.'' 

In ertme Soction line 2, strike out "against" and insert 
"on." 

In s<ime Section, line 6, after " drafts" strike " or bonds." 
In s:uue Sect.ion line 7, after "provided" strike out all to 

the end of the Section, an<l insert., "that the payees or 
owners of such drafts shall hold a lien on the property. of the 
Compuny for the payment thereof." 

In FL,ction 12, line 6, after " holders," strike out all to the 
end of the Section anrl insert, " thc~y may do so." 

Th13 J ucliciary committee have considered the petition of 
sundry citizens of the town of Knoxville, Cherokee county, 
praying the passage of an act prohibiting the sale of ardent 
spirits wit!1in three miles of sai~l t,J,~n .. Tho. many crying 
evils growmg out of the use of mtox1catrng hqlwrs are well 
known to all, and are greatly to he lamented, but in the opin
ion of a majority of the committee, the propriety of prolubit
ing ]irp10r Jaw;;, as a remedy for tliese evils, is more than 
(1uestionahle; public opinion is more certain and efficient in 
furnishing n, remedy against the use of the intoxcating cun than 
any prohibitory legislation can be; that public opinion .. which 
'tvoulcl hi1ve sufficient weight anrl str2ngth to procure the en
actment of prohibitory laws, would be suffieiently stronO' to 
frown down the use of the accursed poison or by the exhort;tion 
ancl exa,mple of the good and virtuous to lure the wanderer 
back t::i the paths of temperance. The proper administration 
of the lavrs now in force regulating the retail of ardent spirits, 
together with the moral power of the precept and example of 
the temperate will, the committee trust, be sufficient to effect 
the object sought by the petitioners. A majority of the com
mittee theretore direct me to return the petition to the Sen
ate and recommend that it be laid on the table. 
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The J udicfary committee have considered a House to be 
entitled an act to prohibit the location, survey and patenting 
of certain Certificates issued under the provisions of the act 
of February 10, 1852, entitled an a.ct relating to lands in 
Peters' Colony, and find that it is necessary to pa~:s the bill 
as the Senate bill providing for ascertaining what Lancl Cer
tificates have been illegally issued by the County Courts in 
Peters' Colony, contains the same provisons, and also other 
necessury provisions in refation to Certificates issued by the 
County Courts in Peters' Colony ; this bill has pnssed the· 
Senate. rrhe committee therefore direct me to return the bill 
to the Senate and recommend its rejection. 

The J ucliciary committee hav~ considered a bill to legalize 
the acts ot the County Court Angelina county, and a majority 
of the committee im;trnct me to Ie.commcml the passage of 
the bill. 

'I.1he Judiciary committee have examined a bill to prohibit 
the emancipation of slaves by will, and a majority of the 
committee direct me to recommencl the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill to define the time ''"hich the 
General Ln.nd Office shall be kept open for the transaction of 
business each day ; read first and second times and referred to 
tho committee ou the Land Oflice. 

1\ir. 1\1ylor, of Cass, Chairman of the committee on the 
Public Debt, to which was referred the petition of Dr. vV. 
Richardson, reported that there was no evidence to sustain 
the petition, wherefore the committee asked to be discharged. 
from its forth.er consideration. 

A message was received from the Honse informing the 
Senate that the House had adopted a resolution requiring 
the committees on Counties ancl County Boundaries of eaeh 
House to hold Joint Sessions. 

Also that the Houso had concurred in the Senates, rcs•,.::1 11-

tion to ra.ise a commit tee on Puh1ic Grounds and had appoin
ted Messrs. Holland, Evans, of l\foLennan and Lacy, ::a:d 
committee on the part of the House. 

Also that the House had adopted the following resolution : 
WHEREAS, by the liquidation of the debt of the bte Rq.Jah

lic of Texas, much of the labor which in co.Jnsequenc.e. 
devolved upon the various clepn,rtments of the Stt-:,to GuY
ernrnent has ceased ; therefore be it 
Resolved, The Senate concurring, that a Joint committee be 

raised to consist of three on the part of the Hense and hvo 
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on the part of the Seurrte, whose duty it shall be to examine 
the various offices ; that of the General Land Office, Court of 
Claims, Secretary of State, Comptroller and Treasurer, and 
ascertain the n um her of employees in each, an<l also the 
safary of oaeh, and report the same to each House nncl 
whether it will be expedient to dispense with the services of 
the employeess, aucl requested the concuronce of the Snate in 
the same, and tha.t Messrs. l\'.Innson, Loyd and },foKinney, of 
'rravis, ha,d been a11pointed saicl cornmitte on the part of the 
House. 

Aud thn,t the House had passed the Senates bill awen
datory of ;tu ttct to iacnrporate the European and American 
Co1onization Society in 'rc~rns, and the following bills origi
nn,ting in the House. 

A Joint Resolution for the relief of the Hon. C. A. Frazer 
and A. vV. rrerrcll. 

A Joint Resolntion instructing our Senators and request
ing our Representatives in Congress on the subjet of Indian 
spoilations, and ' 

A Joint Resolution instructing our 81.mators and requesting 
our Representati \-·es in Congress to use their influence to 
procure a line of Mail Coaches between 'ryler and Waco. 
· On motion of Mr. McCnlloch, the rule was suspended, and 
the Resolution of the House requiring the committees on 
Counties and County 13onndaries of the hvo Houses to hold 
Joint Ses;.;;ions, was taken up, read and concunecl in by the 
Senate. 

ORDERS OF rrHE DAY. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the amend· 

ment off<~red by Mr. Taylor, of Fannin, to the hill to incor
porate the E<tstcrn rrex<ts Railroad Company, which was 
nn:Ior consideration on yesterday when the Senate adjourned. 

Mr. GraJmn1 offered the following as a substitute for the 
amendment of Mr. Taylor, of Fannin : 

Substitute for Section 13. 
That said Miclrnel G. Bright, Thomas B. Lincoln, Samuel 

T. vVitncr rrnd associates, shall within six months after the 
passage of this act, deposit in the Treasury of the State of 
Texas, fifty thousand dolbrs either in Gold Coin, United 
States Trea,sury Notes or Unitecl Statca bonds, at the 
option of SfLid corpomtors, subject to the sole control of the 
Governor, and, Provided, that when the c0mpa,ny shall have 
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gmdccl twenty-the miles of said road the said deposit E-lmll be 
returned to said company ; othenvise, to be forfej ted to the 
State of Texas, for the benefit of the Special School J'und, 
and thn,t no rig-hts s1mll n~st under this act of incorporation 
until said dopc)sit is made ; adopted and the amenJment 
adopted. 

On motion of l\Ir. Graham, the bill \vas amended by strik
ing out the word "frmr ., in Sect.ion 15, line 2, and inserting 
in lien thereof 'i six." 

On motion of Mr. Stockdale the bill was amem1ecl by 
a<l.ding to Section 12, "in conformity to the provibions of 
i-;aicl laws and such other general laws of thiH State cin the 
~ubject, which are now or may hereafter ho in force. 

On motion of :Thfr. r:t_\~ylor, of Cass, the uill was nrncnclcd 
by adding to Section 6 the following : 

Pro,vichd, This company shall not i;~.~me any stock for les~ 
than itR face value. 

]fr. Hm:sell movetl to amend bv strikin::.; out "l\ln.rf-:lrn.11," 
tts the N ot.hcrn terminus of the v road, ar{l.t i11sertin~~· " said 
roncl shall run due Nor th or as nearly so as pn1ct.icu1Jle.'' 

On nrntion of lVIr. Guinn, tho bill and mnendment were 
recomrnitted to the Internal Impron~rnent committee by the 
following vot0 : 

YEAS-Messrs. 0LLldwe11, Erath, :b_,,,all, Grimes, Guiun, Her
bert, 1\IcCulloch, Maverick, Potkr, Russell, Shc'parcl, Stock
dale, rraylor, of Fannin, Ta.ylor, of Houston ancl Trnitt-l;J. 

N AYs-nfrssrs. Britton, Bnrn;nghs, Graham, Hyclc\ Lott, 
1\Iartin, Pedigo, Pirkey, Scarborough, rraylor, of Oaf'~~, 1~hrock
morton, .... vValker and \Vigfall-13. 

On motion of Mi' Taylor, of H onston, the mot ion to recon
sider, the vote rejectin()' a bill for the relief of tl1e 'l\:xas 
\7\f estcrn Railroac~ 'comp~ny~ was tal·cn from the ta bk imcl the 
motion to reconsider prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Stockda.1c, the bi11 was arnernhcl hr ad-
ding to Section 1 the following proviso : ·· 

And fnrtltcr Pro1:ided, r:I._
1hat the privi1cp;cs intrrnkd to be 

granted uy this act, .shall be f\Jrfeitcd unless there f'1rn.11 be 
subscribed, of the cap1tal stock of Rn.id company, at 1east one 
hundred thousand dollnrs, in ac1c1ition to tlrnt p·c,,iouf;]v taken 
within six months nftcr the saicl N cw Orle::ms, Algiers and 



287 

Opclousa.s Rail.w_ay, shall b~ c?mpleted to the ~abine river, 
which s:11cl achht1orrnl subsc~·1p~10n shall be made rn good faith, 
:i.nd fi,c per cent thereof pmd m advance. 
< 'fhe bill w~is then passed by the follovving vote : 

YEAS-ilfossrs. Bnrr:)ughs, Cahlwell, Erath, Fall, Grimes, 
Gninn, Herbert, Hyde, Lott, McCulloch, 1"Iartin, l\I averick, 
p1~(lign, Pirkey, Scarhoron:;h, 8tockdale, Taylor, of :b...,annin, 
T;rylor, of H,)trnton, rrhr,Jckrnorton, Truitt, \Valkor ancl 

' . 0·~ vV rcn-::.:w. 
N AYS-Mcssrs. Hnssell and rraylor, of Cass-2. 
A hill to A.mend the 4th Section of an act to provide for 

the investment <1f the special School Fund, special order for 
to-chy, was read, and 

On m'1tion of Mr. Stocktlale, Ia.:.d on the table. 
A hill ti) authorize the sale of the Pllblic O\)fflctin, with 

the rep·Jrt of the commit.toe on Public Lands, offering amencl
m:mts thereto, was taken up and ren.d. 

Mr. ll1foCullud1 moved to lay the Lill on the table; lost. 
rr110 [t1_11cmclments ofl~;recl bv the committ.ee were then 

:ulu p tctl. " 
On nutiun of Mr. Throcknurton, the hill was nnde th3 

·.specittl 1)nler for to- morrow. 
On mutiun of ~Ir. Gahl well, Mr. Taylor, of Houston, was 

mhkrl to tlrn cmnrnittee c1n Internal Improvements. 
A Joint B.esol u ti on i !lstnwting our delega, tes in Congress 

rn1ntfrc to the impeachment of the Hon. John C. \Vatrous ; 
1.vas read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On uwtinn of Mr. Stocktlalo, tho rule was suspended, 'Lill 
read a third time and passecl. 

A rnt~s.m:;e was received from the House informing the Son
:1tc that the House had passed, 

A hill for the relief of Geo. \V. Newcome, and 
A hill to amcmcl an act to define the 1st Judicin,l District, 

and fix. tl.te ti;r:.e of holding court therein, originating in that 
body. 

On m ltion Gf l\ir. Dmronghs, the Senate adjourn~d until 
to-1norrow mo1 lling 10 o'clock. 


